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SPIRITUALGROWTHSTUDYSERIES

THEKINGDOMOFGOD,PART1

ThecentralaspectofJesus’ministryonearthandteachingwasthekingdomofGod.

Inactuality,thekingdomofGodistheskinoftheentirewordofGod;itisthethingthat

keepseverythingtogetherandtiesinalloftheotherthemes,truths,andaspectsofthe

Bible.

ItisthereforeimportantthatwebegintounderstandwhatthekingdomofGodis.

TheKingdomofGodonEarth

Genesis1:31;2:8-9;2:16-17

 God’screationwasjustasGodwantedit;theGardenwas,ineffect,God’s

kingdom

 Godcreatedhumanstoliveinharmonywithhim,beinghisrepresentativesand

caringforhiscreation

 God’skingdomhastodowithrealizingtherule,reign,andkingshipofGodinthe

realm[orentireearth]ofearth

 HumansweremadetobeinGod’skingdombydoinghiswill

LosingtheKingdom

Genesis3:6-7;17-19;23-24

 HumanschosetodotheirownwillratherthanGod’swhichkeptusfrom

representingGod,frombeingpartofhiskingdomandrule,andseparatedus

fromGod

 Eversincethatmoment,Godhasbeenatworktorestoreustohiskingdom.

HintsoftheKingdom

Exodus19:3-8

 GodenteredintocovenantwiththedescendantsofAbraham,theIsraelites

 Godrescuedthem,broughtthemoutofEgypt

 Godwastheirking,theyweretobehispeople
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 Hecalledthemtobeobedient

 Hecalledthemtobepriests(peoplewhocouldenterintoGod’spresenceand

helpotherstodosoaswell)

 IsraelagreedtobeGod’speople

 Thiswouldnotbethekingdominitsfullnessbutwouldshowpeoplewhatthe

kingdomwouldbelike

 Sadly,theIsraelitesbroketheircovenantwithGodandrefusedtobethepeople

thatGodwantedthemtobe

Isaiah2:2-4

Israel,thecovenantwiththem,andtheLawwerealwaystemporarymeasuresforGod

tobringabouthiskingdomthroughtheMessiah

 ThemountainoftheLordwasanotherwayoftalkingaboutthekingdomofGod

 TheMessiahwouldbringaboutanewwaveofthekingdomandallowittobreak

intothepresentrealm

 Noticethatitprophesiesthatthekingdomwouldconsistofpeoplefromall

nationswhowouldliveinpeaceandharmonywithoneanotherwithinGod’s

kingdom(thismeansthatthefulfillmentofthekingdomcouldnotbeIsraelifthe

promisewastoconsistofallnations)

 Whyisitimportantforustodaytounderstandthatpartofthekingdomhas

alwaysbeenthatitwouldconsistofallpeopleofallnationsand“races”?

Jeremiah31:31-34

 GodpromisedaNewCovenantthatwouldsurpasstheOldCovenantwithIsrael

 ThisNewCovenantwouldnotbebybirthbutbychoiceaseachindividualhadthe

choicetoenterintorelationshipwithGodandtobepartofhiskingdom

Daniel2:44

Godpromisedtoestablishhiskingdomonearthduringthetimesofthe“great”

kingdomsoftheearth

Daniel7:13-14
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 TheMessiah,thesonofman,wouldestablishtheeverlastingkingdomthat

wouldneverend

2Chronicles36:23

 IntheHebrewBiblethatJesususedduringhislifetime,thiswasthe

lastverseofwhatwecalltheOldTestament(thetextswerethe

same,theyjustusedasomewhatdifferentorderforthebooks)

 Thisversewasaprophecythatpointedtothefactthatthekingdoms

oftheearthwerelacking

 SomeoneneededtoreturntoJerusalemtobuildGodaproper

Temple

 ThiswouldnotbeanotherphysicalTemple

 Thetermtranslated“goup”wasaspecifictermintheHebrew

language

 ItreferredtoonegoingintoholywarforthecauseofGodandhis

people

 ThebasicquestionthattheHebrewOldTestamentleftoffwithwas

whowouldgotobattleforGod’speopleinJerusalemandfinally

bringaboutthepromisedKingdomandTemplethatIsraelhadbeen

waitingfor?

 Inotherwords,whowouldestablishGod’skingdomonearth?

ThingstoPonder

 IfweconsiderthattheKingdomofGodis“God’swillbeingdoneon

earthasitisinheaven,”thenhowdoesthathelpustounderstandthe

OldTestamentpropheciesofGod’skingdom?
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TheKingdomofGod,Part2

THEKINGDOMCOMINGINWAVES

Matthew6:10

OneofthekeythingsthatJesustaughthisdisciplestoprayforwasthatthe

kingdomwouldcontinuetocomeandthatGod’swillwouldbedone―thatisthe

kingdominessence,theplacewhereGods’willisdone

QuizareyoudoingthewillofGod?Ifnotyouarenotinhiskingdomthoughit's
here!

ItwouldmakelittlesenseforJesustoaskhisdisciplestoprayforsomethingthat

waslargelyirrelevantintheirtime

Jesusaskedthemtoprayforthekingdomtocomebecauseitwasbreakinginall

aroundthemthroughJesus’ministryandwouldcomeinaspecial,newwaysoon

Matthew4:17

 JesuswaspreachingfromtheveryonsetofhisministrythatthekingdomofGod

hadcomenear

 ThekingdomwouldbethecentralaspectofJesus’teachingthroughouthis

ministry

Matthew12:28

 ThroughJesus’actionsandministrythekingdomofGodwasbreakingintothe

worldjustastheprophetshadforetold

 TheMessiahwasusheringinthekingdomofGod

Mark9:1

Jesustoldhisdisciplesthatsomewouldbealiveand,byimplication,somewouldbe

dead,atthecomingofthekingdom

 Thiswouldseemtoindicatethatthekingdom,althoughwasbreakinginthrough

Jesus’ministry,wouldcomeinaverystrongwave,inpower,duringthelifetimes

ofatleastsomeofthedisciples

 Aswewillsee,whenthekingdomdidcomeinpower,JudasIscariot(whowas
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presenthere)wouldbedeadwhiletheotherswouldbealive,thusJesus’words

werequiteaccurate

 Thekingdomcameinwavesanditseemsthatthiscominginpowerwouldcome

inaseriesofwavesaswellthroughthedeathandresurrectionofChristaswell

astheeventsofPentecostdescribedinActs2(we’lllookatthatinthenextstudy)

Luke24:44-49

ThistakesplaceaftertheresurrectionofJesusfromthedead

Hetellsthem:

 AllpropheciesintheOldTestamentmustbefulfilled

 ForgivenessofsinwouldbeproclaimedtoallnationbeginningatJerusalem

 TheSpiritwouldcomeupontheminpowerasameanstothis

Acts1:3-5

 Jesusresurrectedafter3days,thenspent40daysteachinghisdisciplesabout

thekingdomofGod

 Hethenascendedtoheavenand7dayslaterPentecosttookplaceinJerusalem

 WewillturntotheeventsofPentecostandfollowingasitrelatestotheKingdom

ofGodinthenextstudy
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TheKingdomofGod,Part3

TheSpiritOpenstheDoortotheKingdomfortheJews

Acts2:1-12

 ThefestivalofPentecosttookplace50daysafterJesus’death(Passover)

 JewsfromallnationswerepresentinJerusalemtocelebrate

 TheHolySpiritcameinpower(v.4)

 ThemiraculoussignthatthefamilyofGod,thekingdomofallnations,hadcomewas

thateachpersonheardtheproclamationintheirownlanguage

Acts2:22-24

 JesuswaskilledbutGodraisedhimfromthedeadshowinghimtobethetrueMessiah,

theonewhowouldbekingofthekingdom

Acts2:36-39

 GoddemonstratedthatJesuswasbothLordandChrist

 Hewasthekingofthekingdomandalargewaveofthekingdomhadcome

 ThosewhorecognizedJesusastheirLordandkingwherepreparedtofollowand

wantedtoknowwhattodo

 TheyweretoldtoenterintothelifeofChrist,thelifeofthekingdom,bybeingbaptized

andreceivingtheforgivenessofsinandtheindwellinggiftoftheHolySpirit

 ThedoortothekingdomhadbeenopenedfortheJews
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THESPIRITOPENSTHEDOORTOTHEKINGDOMFORTHEGENTILES

Acts10:44-49;11:15-17

 ItseemslikenolargecontroversytousthatGentileswouldbewelcomedintothe

kingdomofGodbutitwasatopicofgreatconcerninthefirstcentury

 EventheearliestChristianswouldhaveassumedthatGentileswouldnotjustbeallowed

intoGod’sNewCovenantfamily;surelytheymustbecomeJewsfirstandfollowtheLaw

ofMoses

 Theentiretyofchapters10-11makeclearthattheHolySpiritwasmakingitclearthat

thiswasnotthecase

 TheworkofChristhadchangedtheirassumptions

 God’sfamilyandkingdomreallywouldincludepeopleofallnationsthroughnothing

morethanenteringintoChrist

 TheSpiritcameuponthemjustashehadcomeuponpeopleintheOldTestament(this

wasdifferentthantheindwellinggiftoftheHolySpirit)

 TheSpiritcameupontheminpowerjustashehadcomeuponthedisciplestoopenthe

doorofthekingdomatPentecost

 ThroughthebaptismoftheHolySpiritthedoortothekingdomhadbeenopenedin

theseeventsthatwereonce-for-allandneed-not-be-repeatedevents

THEPEOPLEOFTHEKINGDOM

1Peter2:9-10

 ThepeopleofGodarethepeopleofthekingdom

 WearethekingdomofprieststhatGodhadalwaysdesired

 SomehavemistakenlyassumedthatthismeansthatthekingdomofGodisthesame

thingasthechurch

 Thechurchistobetheclearestexampleofthekingdombutthekingdomistheruleof

God

 Thekingdomshouldbemademanifestthroughthelifeandactivitiesofthechurch

STILLWAITING
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1Peter1:3-5

 Wehaveaccesstothekingdom,butithasstillnotcomeinallitsfullness

 ItiswaitinginheavenuntilitcomesinfullnesswithChristwhenhereturnsatthe

resurrectionofallbelievers

 Revelation21:1-7

 OnedaythekingdomwillcomeinallofitsfullnessandGodwillrestoretheheavensand

earthandhewilldwellwithhispeopleforever

Endof3rdsession
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PART4INTHEIMAGEOFTHEKING

Gen1:26a;ThenGodsaid,“Letusmakemankindinourimage

FromgenesiswelearnthatwewerecreatedintheimageofGodbutsomethinghappened!

Genesis3

BecauseofsinwelostGod'simage,wecorruptedtheimageofGodforwhichwewere

intended.

FromthisstudywearegoingtoseehowJesusistheonlysolutiontothisproblem.

1.ThePurposeofMan

Genesis1:26-27

ForwhatstatedpurposedidGodmakehumans?

Godmadehumansinhisimage,awordthatreferredrepresentingGod

Humans,madeinGod’simage,hadtheabilitytoperfectlyrepresentGodanddohiswillas

theycaredforhiscreation

Psalm8:4-9

Thisisapictureofmaninhisperfectcreatedstate,representingGod’simage

Butdoesthissoundliketheaveragehumanbeingtoday?

DohumanbeingsruleovercreationandflawlesslyrepresentGod?

Clearlywedonot,sowhathappened?

2.ImageCorrupted

Genesis5:2-3

HumansweremadeinGod’simage,torepresenthimbutsomethinghaschangedsincethe

Fallofhumansduetosin(Genesis3)

RatherthanbeingGod’simagebearers,humanshavecorruptedtheimageofGod

Adam’ssonisborninhisownimagenotinGod'simage!

HumanswhosinbydoingtheirownwillcannolongerfullybearGod’simage

3.ThePerfectImage-Bearer
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Colossians1:15;2Corinthians4:4

JesusistheonlyperfectGod'simagebearerandwhyweshouldimitatehislife

John6:38ForIhavecomedownfromheavennottodomywillbuttodothewillof

himwhosentme.)

JesuscametodoGod’swillwhichmadehimGod’simage-bearer

JesusrepresentedGodperfectly,didhiswill,andwastheveryimageofGod

4.RestoredtoGod’sImage

Colossians3:9-10;Ephesians4:21-24;2Corinthians3:18;1Corinthians

15:49;Romans8:29

InChristwearebeingrestoredtotheimageofGod

ThisprocesscomesthroughknowingthelifeofChristanddoingitmoreandmore

WearenotimmediatelyrestoredinGod’simagethemomentwearebaptizedintoChrist

WhenweenterintoChristitbeginsaprocessofbeingabletodoGod’swillthroughthe

poweroftheSpirit

WegrowintotheimageofGod

Romans8:29

PaulslettertoRomanstellsusthatthiswasGod’splanfromtheverybeginning

God’splanfrombeforethefoundationsoftheearthwerelaid,thatwewouldberestoredto

God'simagebyenteringintothelifeofhisson

HisplanwasalwaystohaveaMessiah-shapedfamily

InChrististheonlywaythatwecanberestoredtotheimageofGod

Nootherreligion,spiritualleader,prophet,canrestorehumanstoGod’simage

ThatiswhyJesussaidthathewastheway,thetruth,andthelife

RestorationtoGod’simageisfoundinChristalone―Neverforgetthat

5.GivetoGod’s

Matthew22:15-22

ThePhariseesthoughtthattheycouldtrapJesusbyaskinghimwhetherJewsshouldpay
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taxestothemuch-hatedRomanEmpire

Ifheanswered“yes”thenhewouldbequicklyrejectedasatraitorbyhisJewishlisteners

Ifanswered“no”thenhewouldbequicklyarrestedbyRomeforincitingpeopletorebel

againstpayingtaxes

Jesus’answerwasshockinglyamazingtothosethatwerelisteningtohim

HeaskedforacoinwithCaesar’simageonit

TheJewsshouldn’thavehadoneonthembecausewithCaesar’simageitwouldhavebeen

aviolationofthetencommandments

WhentheydidproduceitJesusaskedwhoseimagewasonit

Theclearanswerwas“Caesar”

Hisresponsewasincredible“GivetoCaesarwhatisCaesar’sandtoGodwhatisGod’s”

HispointwasthatthecoinhadCaesar’simageonitandifhewanteditback,thenfine,give

ittohim

ButhumanshadbeenmadewithGod’simage,andGodwantedwhatwashis

TheyshouldallbegivingthemselvesentirelytoGod,becausetheyhadhisimage
imprintedonthemandrightsotous
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PART5THEWILLOFTHEKING

OneofthemostimportantthemesoftheBibleandthekingdomofGodistheissue

ofdoingGod’swill.

Simplysin,isdoingourownwillratherthanGod’s.Thereforebeingrestoredtodoing

God’swillisveryimportantforourwalkinthefamilyofGodaskingdompeople.

MadeforGod’sWill,but...

Genesis3:1-6

 AdamandEvedecidedtodotheirownwillandwhatseemedbestratherthan

followingGod’swill

 Man’sheart,ortheseatoftheirwill,hadbecometotallyfocusedondoingtheir

ownwillratherthanGod’s

 AsbeingsmadeinGod’simagetodohiswill,notdoinghiswillmakesusless

thanfullyhuman

ANewPlan

Ezekiel36:26-27

 Godhadaplantorenewtheheartsofhumanssothatwecouldbecomefully

human,doinghiswillonceagain

 ThisplanwouldcomethroughJesus

God’sWillonEarth

Matthew6:10

 BeingpartofGod’skingdommeanstodoGod’swillhereonearthasitisdone

perfectlyinheaven

John4:34

 IntheJewishculture,foodwassymbolicforthesubstancethatsustainedyour

life

 CanyousaythatdoingGod’swillisthemostimportantthinginyourlife?
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John6:38(ForwhatpurposedidJesussayhecame?)

Matthew7:21-23

 NoteveryonewhothinksofthemselvesasreligiousorasknowingJesuswillbe

knownbyJesus

 JesussaysthatonlythosewhodoGod’swillarethosethathewillknow

 WhenconsideringyourownjudgmentbeforeChrist,areyouconfidentthatyou

havegivenyourlifetodoingGod’swill?

Romans12:1-2

 AsacrificewassomethingthatwasofferedupandgivencompletelytoGod

 Onapersonalandpracticallevel,whatdoesitmeantoofferyouasasacrificeto

God?

 WhatdoesittaketobegintodoGod’swillratherthanyourown?

Matthew26:36-46

 JesusservesastheultimatemodelofdoingtheFather’swillratherthan

submittingtothewillofhishumanflesh

 JesusturnedtotheFatherinprayertoalignhimselfwiththeFather’swill

 HumansfirstdisobeyedGodintheGardenofEdenbyrefusingtodohiswilland

doingtheirownwillinstead

 JesusreversedthatbygoingintoanothergardenanddoingtheFather’swill

ratherthanhisownwill

 JesuswascompletelysurrenderedtoGod’swillareyouoramI?

Conclusions

 Whathaveyoulearnedfromthisstudythatmighthavebeennewbiblical

informationforyou?

 IsthereanythingyoulearnedfromtheseScripturesthatwasnewforyou?

 Whatspecificstepsareyougoingtotaketoapplythethingsyouhavelearned

fromtheseScriptures?
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