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BEINGAFAMILYPARTONE

2Corinthians5:14-15

TheprimaryreasonswhyJesusdiedontheCrosswasthatwecouldbepartofacommunityof

peoplethatnolongerliveforthemselvesbutforoneanother.

Todosotakesaradicalchangeofmindandofwayoflife(Romans12:1-2)

Itmeansbecomingpartofapeoplewholivenotforourownselfishinterestsbutforthe

interestsofournewfamilyinChrist(Philippians2:1-5).

Thisisnotanautomaticprocess,however.Ittakesconstantthoughtandstudysothatwecan

re-trainourselvesoutofselfishmindsets,individualpersonalspiritualmindsets,oreven

religioustraditionalmindsets.

Churchisnotabuildingorsomethingwegotoonceortwiceaweek.

ItisthecollectionofGod’scalledoutpeople,calledtoliveadifferentwayfromtheworldaround

us.

WearegoingtolookatsomeofthekeyaspectsofbeingGod’sfamily.

1.LivingLikeFamily

Acts2:42-27

Thisisnotapictureofareligiousgroupinthefirstcentury;thiswasagroupthatwasliving

likeafamilydidwithoneanother

Whatimportantelementsdoyouseebeingembracedbythiscommunitythatwecanapplyto

ourowntime?Canyoufindatleastfive?

2.FamilyIdentity

Luke14:25-27

Incertaincontexts,suchasthisone,“love”and“hate”wereusedinJesus’dayaspartof

inheritancelanguage

Theytookonthemeaningof“embrace”aspartofone’scovenantfamilymarkersor“reject”

AccordingtoJesuswemustrejectallthethingsoftheworldwhethertheybefamily,wealth,

worldlyinheritance,orevenourownmeritsasmarkersofourrelationshipwithGod

ThefamilyofGodfoundinChrististhemarkerofourspiritualidentityandstatusasGod’s

people

Thismeansthatwefindoursecurity,comfort,identity,andsourceofhonorfrombeingpartof
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God’sfamilyandnothingelse

3.LovingLikeFamily

John13:34-35

Jesuscallshispeopletolove(whichaccordingto1John3:16meansthatwelayourlives

downforoneanother)eachother

ThiswillbethemarkofwhoJesus’truefamilyis

Inwhatwayscanyouloveotherdisciplesrightnow?

4.CaringforOneAnother

Acts4:34

FamiliesinNewTestamenttimesexpectedtocareforanotherbysharingpossessionswith

eachotheraseachhadneed

ThisisthewaythattheearlychurchlivedanditistheexpectationforGod’speopletoprovide

foroneanother

James2:15-17

WhatdoesJamessayaboutonewhocallsotherChristians“brotherandsister”butis

unwillingtocarefortheirphysicalandmaterialneeds?

Ofcourse,thisshouldbearelationshipofmutualloveandthosewhoattempttomanipulate

orabusethesituationshouldbelovinglydealtwith(see2Thessalonians3:10-13)

Doesthisstillseemchallengingforyou?Why?

5.MakingDecisionsasFamily

Philippians1:23-26

Paulwastornbetweenwhathewantedtodoforhisownbenefitandwhatwouldbenefitthe

Christianfamily

Hemadehisdecisionbasedonwhatwasbestfortheentirefamily

WhenwetrulyembracethatGodhasgivenusanewfamilyandthatwebelongtooneanother

(Romans12:5)wewilldesiretomakedecisionsbasedonthebenefitofthewholefamilyand

God’swill(James4:13-17)andnotjustwhatseemsbestforus

Whatdoesthismeanpracticallyasitappliestoyou?

FinalRemarks;Let'sleaveasaspecialfamily
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LOYALTOONEANOTHER

{STANDINGWITHONEANOTHER}[PARTTWO]

Romans8:28-29

Jesuscametocreateafamilythatwouldenterintohislifeandbecometransformedintohis

image

Christianityisnotasolosportbutis,rather,ateamsport.

Wearecalledtolivetogetherasalovingfamilythatdemonstratestotheworld,asbestwecan

inthispresentage,whatitwilllookliketoliveintheagetocomeandtolivebyGod’svaluesof

thatage.

Thisistheunderlyingethicoftheoneanotherrelationshipsthatweseektodevelop.

TheNatureofOurRelationships

John13:34-35

 AsmembersofGod’sfamilywearecalledtoloveoneanother

1John3:16

 ThedefiningcharacteristicofGod’speopleisthatwehavesacrificialloveforone

another

Romans12:1-16

WhatarewecalledtobeinviewofGods’incrediblemercythathehasshownus?

WhydoyouthinkthatPaulconnectsbeingalivingsacrificewiththeconceptofbelongingto

oneanotherandbeingdevotedtooneanother?

WhatdoyouthinkthatPaulmeantbysayingthatwebelongtooneanother?

GALATIANS5:13-15

Whattypeofbehaviorarewecalledtohereratherthanindulgingourownselfishinterests?

 Wedon’thavetoworryaboutabunchofrulesorlawsifwesimplyloveoneanother

Whyisthesimplecalltoloveoneanothermoredemandingthanfollowingabunchofreligious

rules?

1Corinthians12:25-26
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 Atruefamilyisconnectedandsharesbothhonorandidentitywithoneanother

Whatwedowithinthebody,evenifthatincludesnotcomingtoagathering,effectseveryone

elseinthebody

Whatsortofcharacteristicsandvaluesmustwehaveinourselvesinordertoembracethiskind

oflife?

Whatsortofcharacteristicsandvaluesmustweridourselvesofsoastonotstandintheway

oflivinglikethis?

OurDebttoOneAnother

Romans13:8

Whatdebtdowehaveinourrelationshipswithoneanother?

Towhomdoweowethisdebt?Whoistherecipientofourpayingoffthisdebt?

HowdowefulfillthelawofChrist?

Romans14:13-19

 It’seasytobejudgmentaltowardsoneanotherbutwearecalledtoavoidthattypeof

attitude

 FreedominChristmeansthatwearefreefromthepowerofsinbutitalsomeansthat

wearefreetoworkoutwithGodwhatitmeanstolovehimandloveothersonan

ongoingbasis

Ifourfreedomsshouldcomeinconflictwiththesincereconvictionsofanotherbrotherorsister,

whichoneshouldtakepriority?

WhydoyouthinkthatGodvaluesunitywithinourrelationshipsabovepersonalfreedom?

Romans15:1-7

 Allofourrelationshipswitheachothershouldbewiththebestinterestofoneanotherin

mind

Eph4:29

 Eventhewordswespeaktooneanothershouldbemeasuredcarefullytoensurethat

theyarewiththeinterestsofoneanotherplacedinthehighestpriorityandtobuildone

anotherupintoChrist

Whenour“rights”clashwiththebestinterestsofourbrothersandsistersinChrist,whatshould

beourresponse?
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Whatismoreimportant:toloveothersorprotectourindividualrightsandinterests?

Hebrews3:12-14

Whatresponsibilitydowebeartowardsoneanotheraccordingtothispassage?

WhataresomepracticalwaysthatwecandothisasbrothersandsistersinChrist?

Hebrews10:22-25

 ThispassagecallsustodrawneartoGodandtoholdtoourfaithunswervingly

 Itimmediatelygoesintopracticalwaysofhowtodothat

WhatarewecalledtodoinordertocontinuetodrawneartoGodandholdfirmlytothehope

thatweprofess?

Whydoyouthinkthatitisimportanttonotgiveupmeetingtogether?
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BEARINGWITHONEANOTHER[PARTTHREE]

AverydangerousproblemthatseepsintotheheartsofmanyChristiansistheideathatthey

shouldalwaysbetreatedperfectlywithinthechurch.

WetendtolookattheideallifeofChristtowhichwearecalledandthinkthatwewillneverbe

hurtwithinthechurch.

That’ssimplyafalsewayofthinking,though.WemustpaycarefulattentiontotheScriptural

callstobearwithoneanotherthroughhurtsanddisappointmentsbecausetheyarepromises

thatwewillfailoneanother.

Knowingthishelpsustodefendourheartsagainstdisillusionmentwhichisoneofthemost

powerfulanddangeroushumanemotions.

Prayer

Ephesians4:2-3;16

 AlthoughwewillbelikeChristoneday,whatwewillbehasnotbeenmadeentirely

knownyetandwearestillintheprocessofbeingtransformed(1John3:2)

 Thismeansthatasimperfectpeople,wewillsinagainstoneanother,hurtoneanother,

anddisappointoneanother—infactpassageslikethesepracticallypromisethatwewill

behurtandletdown

Whatshouldourresponsebeatthosetimes?

Colossians3:12-14

 Thereisanassumptionhere,andareality,thatwewillhaveopportunitiestohave

grievancestowardsoneanother

 Ourgoalistobepreparedtoforgive,loveandliveinpeacewithoneanotherasmuchas

iswithinourcontrol(Hebrews12:14-15)

Whyisitsohardforustoforgivewhenothersletusdown?

1Peter2:19-24{somesufferingsmightbeadjust}butweshouldstillendurethemanyway

Howdoesthispassagehelpdirectourthoughtsandattitudesduringtimeswhenwefeelthat

wehavebeenmistreated,ignored,orletdown?ToentrustourselvestoGod

Matthew7:3-5

 Jesustellsusthatweshouldseeother’ssinaslittleandoursinasbig



Minneapolis-St.PaulChurchofChristeditedbypastorKimanziTuli.Beingafamilyseries

Truefamilyprinciples

Isthatthewaythatweusuallydoit?

Howwoulditchangethingsifwetrulyapproachedperceivedhurtsandwrongsatthehandsof

othersaslittlethingsandsawourownsinasbigandneedingtobedealtwithswiftly?

Ephesians3:10

Thechurch,withallofitsflawsandmistakes,isthedisplayofGod’swisdomtotheworld

 God’swisdomthroughthechurchisnotdisplayedbyusallbeingperfect—eventhe

worldcangetalongwithpeoplethattreatthemimperfectly

 God’swisdomisshownwhenimperfectpeoplebearwithoneanotherandremainloyal

tooneanotherbecauseofourloveforGod

1Timothy3:15

 ThereismuchaboutthechurchandourfamilyinChristthatwewillloveandcherishbut

therewillalsobetoughtime—therewillbetimeswhenwehavetoworkagainstour

emotionsandputdownourdesiretobetreatedjustlyandseekunityandloverather

thanjustice

Whatisanothertermusedhereforthechurch?{Family}

Whatdoyouthinkitmeansthatthechurchisreferredtoasthepillarandfoundationoftruth?

Whyisitimportanttorememberthat?

1Peter4:9-10

Weshouldconstantlylookforwaystobehospitabletowardsoneanother,togivetoone

another,andtouseourgiftstobuildoneanotherup

WhenweuseourgiftswhatdoesthatenableGodtopassthroughustoothers?{God'sgrace}

IfwedonotusethegiftsthatGodhasgivenuswearedenyingthatportionofGod’sgraceto

therestofthebody

Challenge

WhoshouldyoubearwithtodaytofulfillthecallfromGodtyoucan'tbeaChristianifyoucan't

bearwithothercozneitherGodwillbearwithyou.

RADICALFORGIVENESS[PARTFOUR]

Genuineforgivenessisoneofthemostdifficultthingsforahumanbeingtodo.Yetitisan

absolutelyvitalaspectoflifeforthoseinChrist.
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ForgivenessisnotonlynecessaryfortheChristiancommunitytofunctionasGodintendsbut

alsodetermineshowGodwillacttowardsus.

IfwerefusetoforgiveothersthenGodwillshowusthatsametreatment.

Forgiveness,then,isnotonlysomethingthatweshouldunderstandwellbutsomethingthatwe

shouldembracewholeheartedly.

1.AGODOFFORGIVENESS

2Chronicles7:14

 Godhasalwayssetanexampleofforgiveness

 ForgivenessisimportantbecauseGodforgivesandcallshispeopletobelikewise

forgiving

Micah7:18

 WhatdoesthispassagetellusaboutthenatureofGod?Heisaforgiver!

 Forgivenessisanactofmercyandonlythosewhorealisetheyneedthatmercywillgive

itout.

 WehurtGodfromtimetotimeandhehasemotionsjustlikewehave,hegetsangrybut

notforlongcomparedwithusweeventakeyears!

2.WHYWEFORGIVE

Matthew18:21-35

 Whatimportantprincipleaboutforgivenessandmercydoesthisparableteachus?

 Whatismostdifficultforyouaboutforgivingothers?

 Howmanytimesarewetoforgiveothers?

 WhydoyouthinkJesususedsuchanincrediblenumber?

Itisimportanttorememberthatthesinsthatothersperpetrateagainstus,couldnevermatch

uptotheexcessiveofourdebtsandsinagainstGod

 WhatstunningprincipledoesJesuslayoutinverse35?

Godwillnevershowmercytothosewhoarenotwillingtoshowmercy

WhydoyouthinkGodtakessoseriouslytheconceptofusforgivingothers?

Matthew6:14-15
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 DoyouthinkthatJesusreallymeantthis?

 Whataretheimplicationsofthispassagewhenitcomestoourforgivenessofothers?

Youdon'tforgiveneitherGodwillforgiveyou,itisasclearasthat.

Mark11:25-26

 WhatdoesJesussaytodoifweneedtoforgiveothers?

 Whywouldforgivenesstakeprecedenceovertheactofprayinginasituationlikethis?

WeforgiveotherssothattherealityofsteppingintoGod’spresenceandconnectingwithhis

willthroughprayerisnotinterrupted

IfwearenotlivingalifeofforgivenessthenwestepoutofGod’srealityandhisforgiveness

 Whataresomeofthethingsthatstandinthewayofyouradicallyforgivingothers?

Colossians3:12-14

 WeforgivebecauseitispartofthelifeofChristthatwehaveputonwhenwediedto

self

 WehaveaportionofthatlifebecauseChristforgaveus

 Refusingtoforgiveothersdemonstratesthatwehaven’treallyenteredintotherealityof

thelifeinChristandfullyunderstoodwhatGodhasdoneforus

 Thisdoesn’tmeanthatwejustquicklygivelipserviceforgivenesstoothers

 Itdemandsthatwedealwiththedepthsofourhurtandbitternessandkeepworking

towardstrueforgivenessfromtheheart

Conclusions

 SpendsomemoretimetrulycontemplatingtheconnectionbetweenGod’sforgiveness

forusandourforgivenessforothers

ACTIVELYFORGIVING[PARTFIVE]

Genuineforgivenessisnotjustaconcepttobeunderstoodbutsomethingthatweneedto

activelydoinabiblicalmanner,motivatedbyGod’sforgivenessofus.

Thepreviousstudylookedatourmotivationforforgiveness.Thisstudywilllookintotheactual

processofforgivingandlettinggoofthebitternessthatactuallyaccompaniesit.
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1.ITISUPTOUS

Matthew18:15-17

Thispassageisdirectlyaddressedtosituationsinwhichwearepersonallysinnedagainst

First,wearetotalktotheotherperson,whichoftentimesmeansputtingtheirinterestsahead

ofourownbecauseconfrontingsomeonecanbeextremelyuncomfortable

Thisshouldalwaysbedonewithanattitudeoflove

Ifthepersondoesnotlisten,sitdowninlovewithothers,againforthebenefitofhelpingtheone

whohassinned

Iftheystilldonotrepentthenthemattershouldbebroughtbeforethechurch

Ateachstepthewillingnesstoputtheirinterestsfirst,findreconciliation,andoffergenuine

forgivenessaretohavepriority

Ephesians4:31-32;Luke17:3-4

Whatdoesitmeanthatwearetoldtogetridofanger,rage,andbitterness?

Wehaveresponsibilityinthis

Oneofthewaysthatwereallyletgoofbitternesstowardsothersistounderstandthedepthof

God’sforgivenessforus

Wecanonlytrulyforgivethosewhorepentoracknowledgetheirguiltbecauseforgivenessis

theactofreleasingarepentantpersonfromtheguiltandpunishmentoftheiroffense(thisis

trueforbothGodandus)

Ifsomeonedoesn’trepent,wecannottechnicallyforgivethem,butthatdoesn’tmeanthatwe

gettohangontoangerandbitterness

Wearestillcalledtoreleasethatandwaitforthetimewhentheydorepentsothatwecan

forgivethem

Itisimportanttonotethatforgivenessdoesn’tmeanactinglikesomethingneverhappenedor

removingtheconsequencesoftheirsinbutitmeansthatwedon’tcontinuetojudgeaperson

basedonpastbehaviorofwhichtheyhaverepented
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ForExample:

Ifsomeonestealsmoneyinasituationwheretheyweretrustedbutthengenuinelyrepentsfrom

thatsin,theycanandshouldbeforgivenandnolongerbejudgedorlookeddownuponfortheir

pastactionortreatedasanoffender.

 Theymight,however,needtoserveapunishmentsuchasjailtimeandshoulddoso

withoutfightingtheconsequencesoftheircrime.

 Theyalsoshouldprobablynotbeputinasimilarpositionoftrustandaccesstomoney

foralongtimetoprotectthemfromtemptation.

Thereisnosimpleanswerastohowlongsuchaperiodoftimeshouldlastbutloveandwise

discernmentshouldbeapplied.

Matthew26:27-28

Whenweforgiveothersweannouncetotheworldtheministryofreconciliationandforgiveness

thatGodhasmadeavailabletoeveryone

Mark2:5-7

 OnlyGodcanforgivesins

 Wedon’tforgivesinsbecausesinsareultimatelyagainstGod

 Weforgivethewrongthathasbeendonetous

Whatwedoistoofferforgivenessforthehurtsdonetous;thispointsto,andisapictureof,the

ultimateforgivenessforsinthatw)ehaveinChrist

2.FORGIVENESSINACTION

2Corinthians2:5-11

Paulgivesawonderfuldemonstrationoftheattitudeofforgivenessinaction

HehadbeenwrongedbutisfarmoreconcernedwiththegoodoftheCorinthian’scommunity

fromwhichtheoffenderagainsthimcameandwiththeoffenderhimself

NoticethatPaulhadembracedaheartofforgivenesssodeeplythathewasn’tevensureifhad

anythingtoforgive

WhatcanyoulearnspecificallyfromPaul’sexamplehere?
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Acts9:26-28

LessthanthreeyearsbeforethisPaulhadbeenapersecutorofthechurchandhadStephen,a

belovedbrotherinthischurch,killedbeforetheirveryeyes

Despiteallofthat,theJerusalemchurchquicklyforgaveandacceptedPaul,allowinghimto

movearoundamongthemasoneofthem

ThisisapictureofGod’slovingandforgivingfamilyofwhichwearecalledtobeapart

Whatwouldittakeforyoutobewillingtoembracethatkindofradicalforgiveness?

Conclusions

Doyouthinkforgivenessisthemostchallengingelementforyou?

IfthatsoHowcanyougoaboutturningthatpotentialweaknessintoastrength?

Whatspecificstepsareyougoingtotaketoapplythethingsyouhavelearnedfromthese

Scriptures?
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FRIENDSHIPSINTHEBODY[PART6]

WearetrulybaptizedintothebodyofChristandcalledtobefamilywithourbrothersand

sistersinChristbutoneofthemostimportantaspectstothatcanoftenbeoverlookedisthe

importanceofbeingfriends.

Yes,weworshiptogether,servetogether,glorifyGodtogether,anddemonstrateGod’swisdom

totheworldthroughthechurchbutwemustalsolearnthatourbrothersandsistersinChrist

needtobeourbestfriendsandmostimportantrelationshipsthatwecaneverhave.

ItistheythatwillhelpustobecomemorelikeChristandstayfaithfuluntiltheresurrection.

THEFOUNDATIONOFOURFRIENDSHIPS

Philippians2:1-4

WhatisthefoundationandsourceoftherelationshipsbetweenmembersofthebodyofChrist?

It'simportanttoknowthatourfriendships,ourrelationships,andthewaywedealwithone

anotherallradiatesfromourconnectionwithJesus

Quiz

Whatdoespeopleoftheworldbasefriendshipson?

 Commoninterests

 “Clicking”withoneanother

 “Liking”oneanotherandsuchofthekind!

Quiz

WhatshouldourfriendshipswithinthekingdomofGodbebasedon?

Thisdoesn’tmeanthatwecannotlikeoneanotherorhavethingsincommonbutitdoesmean

constantlyremindingourselvesthatfriendshipswithinthebodyofChristarenotbasedon

worldlythingsandsowilleventuallybedeeperbutwillalsotakemoreeffort,care,andpatience

thanfriendshipsintheworldwhichtendtocomeeasybecausewechoosethepeoplewewant

tobefriendandstayawayfromtherest
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Therealityisthat,attimes,wewillfindpeopleoutsideofthechurchthatseemeasiertobe

friend(andaslongasweremainfocusedonbringingallpeopleintoreconciliationwithGod—2

Corinthians5:14-21—thenitisfinetohavenon-Christianfriends)

Galatians6:10

WemustrememberthatthoseinChristshouldreceivethebestofourtime,ourloyalty,andour

hearts

Ifweapplythisprincipleitwilkhelpusbuildandmaintainourrelationshipsandfriendships

withinthebodyofChrist?

Romans12:5-10

Quiz

 WhatdoesPaulsayourrelationshiptooneanotherishere?

 Whatdoesitmeanto“bedevotedtooneanotherinlove”?

 Whyisitimportanttonotethatthisiswordedasacommand?

RelationshipsandfriendshipsinthebodyofChristweradicallygiveourselvestooneanother

Hebrews3:12-14

Weshouldbeinvolvedineachother'slivestobuildgreatfriendships

Thiswillhelpustohavegreatfunandbuildgreatmemoriestogether,thiselementinour

relationshipsinChristisnotusuallyfoundinnormalfriendships

1Peter4:8-10

Quiz

Whatistheresultoflovingoneanotherdeeply?

Biblically,hospitalityreferredtosharingeverythingyouhadwithsomeoneandwelcomingthem

intoyourhome,yourlife,etc.

Quiz

Whyarewecalledtoofferhospitalitytooneanotherwithoutgrumbling?

WeministerGod’sgracetooneanotherwhenweserveoneanother

Quiz
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Whathappensifwedon’tserveoneanother,befriendoneanother,andloveoneanother?It

becomeshardtoforgivethemandbuildrelationships

1Corinthians15:33

Thisimportantprincipleisactuallyreferringprimarilyheretobeingaroundandlisteningtofalse

teachinganddoctrinesbutitiscertainlytrueofallareas

Quiz

 Isthereany“badcompany”thatyouaretemptedtospendlargeblocksoftimewith?

Quiz

 Jesusspentlargeamountsoftimewith“sinners”and“badcompany”sohowcanwe

rightlyreachouttoandlovethelostthewaythatJesusdidandstillwiselyapplythis

principleintoourlives?

Wemustneveroverlookthefactthatwhatistrueforusisespeciallytrueforourchildren

Ifourbestfriendshipsandthebestofourtimeneedtobewithbelieversthenthatisdoublytrue

ofourkids

Thiswilloftentakemoreeffortandsacrificetomakesurethattheirbestfriendsareinthe

church

1Corinthians11:1

Quiz

 WhatshouldbetheprimarygoalofourrelationshipswithinthebodyofChrist?

Thismustalwaysbetheultimatefocusandendofourrelationshipsevenaswehavefun

togetherandsharegreattimeandgreatmemories—havefunbutletitalwaysbefocusedon

becomingmorelikeChrist

Conclusions

ItissoimportanttochoosetohaveyourstrongestrelationshipswithinthebodyofChrist

becauseithasourbearingtomakeittoHeaven


