
III.WHATISOURMETHOD?

Sometipsthatmightbehelpfulwhencommunicatingthegospeltounbelievers

REMEMBERTHATEVANGELISMISAPROCESS

 Youmaybeplantingtheseedthatotherswillwater.

 Youmaybewateringaseedthatothershaveplantedandstillotherswillharvest.

 Youmaybeharvestingacropthatothershaveplantedandwatered.Oryoumayplant,

water,andharvestatonetime.

Yourfaithfulnessisjustasimportantasthefaithfulnessofotherswhomaybeinvolvedinthe

process.

B.RELYONTHEHOLYSPIRIT

Pray,pray,pray

Rom.10:1

OnlytheHolySpiritcanimpartthespiritualunderstandingthatleadstosalvation.

1Thess.1:2-5

C.UNDERSTANDYOURLIMITATIONS

Youaretheambassador,proclaimer,farmer,sower,planter,andwaterer.ButGodalonecan

transformahumanheart.

2.Youmustn’tbecomplacent.Youmustbefaithful.But

youmustn’ttakeuponyourselfmorethanGodhas

allottedtoyou.

3.Thatmaybeanewthoughtforyouifyou’vebeentaught

thatthepowerofpersuasionisabletobringsomeoneto

Christ.

a.Youmayreason,“Ifmywordsareeffectiveenough,

mytimingjustright,ormyappealemotionalenough,

thatwilldothetrick.”

b.Or,“Whatabout2Cor.5:10-11?Aren’twesupposed



topersuadementocometoChristtoavoid

judgment?”

“Wemustallappearbeforethejudgmentseatof

Christ,thateachonemayberecompensedforhis

deedsinthebody,accordingtowhathehasdone,

whethergoodorbad.Thereforeknowingthefearof

theLord,wepersuademen.”

•Thatpassageisnotaboutevangelism.

•ThecontextofthatpassagespeaksofChristians

whowillappearbeforeChristforrewards,not

unbelieverswhowillbejudged.

•“Fear”referstoreverentialaweforGod,notfear

ofHisjudgment.

•“Persuade”addressesPaul’scompulsionof

persuadingtheCorinthiansofHisapostolic

credentialssothathewillfulfillhisministryina

wayconsistentwithHiscalling(Hughes,NICNT).

c.Whenitcomestoevangelism,agoodruleofthumbis

toworklikeitalldependsonyou;praylikeitall

dependsonGod!Butdon’tconfusethetwo.

D.KNOWTHEGOSPEL

1.Knowasimply,clear,concisepresentationofthegospel.

Suchasourthree-pointoutlinefromourlastsection:

•WhatdidJesussayaboutHimself?

•WhatdidJesussayaboutus?

•WhatdidJesussayaboutsalvation?



2.KnowwheretogoinScripturetofindthegospel.

a.Onepopularmethodis“TheRomansRoad”

•Thefactofsin-Romans3:9-12

•Theextentofsin-Romans3:23

•Thesolutionforsin-Romans3:24;5:8

•Theresponsetosin-Romans10:9-13

b.Someotherhelpfulpassages:

•John1:12

•1Corinthians15:1-8

•Ephesians2:8-10

•Titus3:4-5

•1John5:11-13

3.Somemayask,“Whatgooddoesitdototellpeoplewhat

Jesussaidiftheydon’tbelieveinJesusorinwhatHe

said?”

Ourtaskistopresentthemessage.Godwilldotherest.

Rom.10:17-“Faithcomesfromhearing,andhearingby

thewordofChrist”(Faithcomesasaresultofhearingthe

gospel.”

Heb.4:12-“ThewordofGodislivingandactiveand

sharperthananytwo-edgedsword,andpiercingasfarasthe

divisionofsoulandspirit,ofbothjointsandmarrow,and

abletojudgethethoughtsandintentionsoftheheart.”

E.KEEPITSIMPLEANDCLARIFYTERMINOLOGY

1.Don’tassumethatyourmessageiseasytograsp.

TheGodoftheuniversecomingtoearthinthepersonof



JesusChristtodieonacrossforoursinsmaybeafamiliar

themetoyou,butitisprofound,andwilllikelysoundstrange

oroffensivetotheuninitiated.

2.Don’tassumethatnon-ChristiansunderstandChristian

terminology.

Someonewhoreadsasignthatsays“JesusSaves,”may

think,“Jesussaveswhat--dimes,nickels,quarters?” What

maysoundflippantorsacrilegioustouscouldbeaperfectly

logicalresponsetosomeoneunacquaintedwithour

terminology.

3.Don’tnecessarilyavoidChristianterminology,butbesure

todefineitasclearlyaspossible.

Doyouunderstandthegospelthoroughlyenoughtoexplain

thefollowingwordsinsimpleterms?Ifnot,youmayneed

todosomestudy.

•Christian

•Grace

•Salvation

•Redemption

•Reconciliation

•Justification

•Sanctification

•Repentance

4.EvenpeoplewhothinktheyunderstandChristian

terminologymaynotreallyunderstandatall.

a.Thatincludespeoplewhothinkthey’reChristians,but



reallyaren’t.

b.PaulsaidofhisunsavedJewishbrothersandsisters:

“Brethren,myheart’sdesireandmyprayertoGod

forthemisfortheirsalvation.ForIbearthemwitness

thattheyhaveazealforGodbutnotinaccordance

withknowledge. FornotknowingaboutGod’s

righteousness,andseekingtoestablishtheirown,they

didnotsubjectthemselvestotherighteousnessof

God”(whichisChristHimself)(Rom.10:1-3).

5.Considersomeofthemorepopularmisconceptionsabout

Christianity.

a.AChristianissomeonewhojoinsachurchoris

baptized.

•Wecallthiserror“conversionbyassociation.”

b.AChristianissomeonewhoisborninAmerica,

becausethisisaChristiannation.

•Actually,beingborninAmericasimplymakes

someoneanAmerican.

c.AChristianissomeonewhoisbornintoareligious

family.

•Actually,beingbornintoareligiousfamilysimply

makessomeoneamemberofareligiousfamily.

d.Livingagoodmorallifewillgetmeintoheaven.

•Moralityisn’ttheissue:Jesusis.

e.Jesusissimplyoneofmanyequallygoodpathsto

God.



•JesusmadeexclusiveclaimsaboutHimself:“Iam

theway,truth,life,noonecomestotheFatherbut

byme.”

f.TobecomeaChristian,yousimplyhavetokissyour

braingoodbye!

•Actually,thereiscompellingevidenceforthetruth

ofChristianityifsomeonetakesthetimetoexamine

it.

g.Jesusissomeoneyouaddtoyourlife,likeacosmic

goodluckcharm.He’stheBigBrotherinthesky.

6.TheLordmayuseyoutoclarifywhatthegospelreallyis.

a.Thatlevelofministryisn’talwayswelcomebecausean

increasingnumberofpeoplelovevaguereligiosityand

objecttodoctrinalclarity--especiallywhenitchallenges

theirreligioustraditionsorupsetstheirlifestyle.

b.Agoodstartingpointforclarifyingthegospelistoask

someonewhatheorshethinksofChrist. Their

responsewillbeagoodindicatoroftheirspiritual

condition.

7.Rememberthatnomatterhowpolitelysomeonemight

rejectChrist,theirrejectionisjustasfinalassomeone

whorejectsHimwithcursingandblasphemy.

a.That’swhatJesusfacedcontinuallywiththeJewish

religiousleaders,whoweredevoutlyreligiouspeople

butopposedJesustothepointofkillingHim.

b.Paulsaid,“IfanyonedoesnotlovetheLord,lethim



beaccursed”(1Cor.16:22).

8.Additionally,somefalseteachersdeliberatelyredefine

terminologytoappearChristian,buttheirgoalis

deception.

Anexample:2Cor.11:2-4,13-15-“Iamjealousforyou

withagodlyjealousy;forIbetrothedyoutoonehusband,

thattoChristImightpresentyouasapurevirgin.ButIam

afraid,lestastheserpentdeceivedEvebyhiscraftiness,your

mindsshouldbeledastrayfromthesimplicityandpurityof

devotiontoChrist.

“ForifonecomesandpreachesanotherJesus whom we

havenotpreached,oryoureceiveadifferentspiritwhich

youhavenotreceived,oradifferentgospelwhichyouhave

notaccepted,youbearthisbeautifully....

“Forsuchmenarefalseapostles,deceitfulworkers,

disguisingthemselvesasapostlesofChrist.Andnowonder,

forevenSatandisguiseshimselfasanangeloflight.

Thereforeitisnotsurprisingifhisservantsalsodisguise

themselvesasservantsofrighteousness;whoseendshallbe

accordingtotheirdeeds.”

F.FOCUSONCENTRALISSUES

1.Keyquestion:WhoisJesus?

Matthew16:13-15

“WhenJesuscameintothedistrictofCaesareaPhilippi,He

beganaskingHisdisciples,saying,‘Whodopeoplesaythat

theSonofManis?’Andtheysaid,‘SomesayJohnthe



Baptist;andothers,Elijah;butstillothers,Jeremiah,oroneof

theprophets.’Hesaidtothem,‘ButwhodoYOUsaythatI

am?’”

2.Avoidarguingperipheralissuesorgettingcaughtupin

intellectualdebateforthesakeofdebate.

a.Winningadebatedoesn’tnecessarilyequalwinninga

soul.

b.Someperipheralissuesinclude:

•Denominationalism

•InspirationofScripture

•Creation/Evolution

•Whydotheinnocentsuffer?

•Areheathensreallylost?

3.Bepreparedtorespondtothoughtfulinquires.

a.JohnStottsaid,

“Wecannotpandertoaman’sintellectualarrogance,

butwemustcatertohisintellectualintegrity”(Citedin

HowtoGiveAwayYourFaith,PaulLittle,p.106).

b.Forexample,howwouldyourespondtothese

questions?

•IsChristianityreasonable?

•HowcanweknowiftheBibleisreliable?

•WhatdidJesusclaimaboutHimself?

•HowcouldJesus,whowasaman,beGod?

•WhatevidenceexistsforChrist’sresurrection?

•Domiraclesreallyoccur?



c.Youshouldbeabletogiveatleastaninitialresponse

thatisthoughtful.

G.DON’TPROCLAIMAMAN-CENTEREDGOSPEL

Inotherwords,don’temphasizewhatChristcandoforthem,to

theneglectofwhoChristis.

1.WeoweChristallegiance.

2.WeareobligatedtoHim.

3.WearetoworshipHimbecauseofwhoHeis.

4.Wemustnotmakethegospelsoman-centeredthatwelose

sightofGod’sholinessandrighteousrequirements.

5.Ifweslipintothehealth/wealth/prosperityformat,welose

theabilitytodefineandaddressaperson’struespiritual

need,andruntheriskofattractingself-centered,shallow,

emotional,rocky,andthornyChristians(seeMatt.13:18-22).

6.Wemustspeakthetruthinlove,allowingtheHolySpirit

topenetratepeople’sheartsandbringtrueconvictionand

repentance.

H.DON’TBEAFRAIDTO“POPTHEQUESTION”

1.“WillyoureceiveChristnow?”

2.“WhatispreventingyoufromtrustingChristrightnow?”

I.BEPATIENT

1.Howlonghaveyoubeenprayingforthesalvationofa

lovedoneoracquaintance?

2.HowlongdidittakeyoutocometoChrist?

3.Aslongasanunbelieverisalive,thereishopeforhisor

hersalvation.Don’tgiveup!



J.WATCHYOURMOTIVES

1.Whichleadsintoournextsection.

2.Examplesofwrongmotives:

•“IwantmyhusbandtocometoChristsowewillstop

abusingme,cheatingonme,etc.”

•“IwantmywifetocometoChristsoshewillstop

naggingme.”

•“IwantmychildtocometoChristsoheorshewillstop

misbehaving.”

•“IwantmyneighborstocometoChristsotheywillstop

throwingall-nightwildpartieswhenIneedtosleep.”

•“WewantpeopleinthiscommunitytocometoChristso

theywillattendourchurchandourchurchwillgrow.”

•“IwantoursocietytocometoChristsoitwillbeabetter

andsaferplacetolive.”

3.Apropermotive:

“IwantpeopletocometoChristbecausesalvationglorifies

Christ,whoisworthyofallglory,andbecausesalvationthe

bestthingthatcanhappentomyspouse,child,friend,

neighbor,society.

4.Remember:

Evangelismbeginswiththeconvictionthatthegreatestfavor

youcandoforothersistointroducethemtoJesusChristso

theycanbereconciledtoGod.


